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2021 Legislative Policy Committee
MEETING GUIDELINES

SEATING

Preference will be given to official voting LPC members at the committee tables. Guests should be seated in the additional wall seating.
NAME CARDS

Cards will be available for LPC voting members. Please use these cards at each meeting and leave them with staff at the end of the meeting.  

BILL LISTS

The bill list, including the bills to review at the LPC meeting, will be maintained via the State Bill website, and the link will be distributed to all LPC members at the beginning of the year, as well as weekly with meeting reminders. The list of “monitor” bills recommended by the Subcommittees will also be updated on the bill list but will not be reviewed during the meeting. Bills will be added at any time throughout the legislative session as they are introduced. It is the responsibility of the Subcommittee Chairs to check the bill list on a regular basis for any updates. Government Affairs staff will also provide updates of any additions, removals, changes, etc. to the bill sheet.
SUBCOMMITTEES

Each LPC voting member shall choose to be on one Subcommittee. It is expected that each Subcommittee meet prior to scheduled meetings by the end of business Thursday via teleconference. Subcommittee members are expected to do research and complete work within their assigned Subcommittee. Subcommittee Chairs should take notes of the rationale for their subcommittee’s recommended position(s), as well as any needed talking points provided by CAR Government Affairs staff. Also, the Subcommittee Chair will give a brief verbal summary of the position to LPC when making the position recommendation. A “monitor” position on any bill will stay in the subcommittee; there will be no discussion on “monitor” bills in the LPC meeting unless deemed necessary by the LPC Chair, although the list of “monitor” bills will be available to all LPC members.  
For Subcommittee calls, the recommendation for best practices should start with a CAR Government Affairs staff overview of the bill(s) up for discussion. Next, the Subcommittee Chair may proceed to ask for opinions from the Subcommittee members about that bill before offering his or her own observations to enable an open discussion. Finally, the Subcommittee Chair should call for a motion and vote on the bill position.

DISCUSSION

All meetings will be held according to parliamentary procedure (Robert’s Rules of Order) and training will be provided for new LPC Chairs, LPC Subcommittee Chairs and new LPC members. During the LPC meetings, the bills will be presented by the Subcommittee Chairs. For each set of new bills, the Chair of the Subcommittee shall speak first by briefly explaining the new bill and then make a motion on behalf of the Subcommittee for a proposed position. If necessary, the LPC Chair will open the floor for discussions and thereafter, call for a vote. Members must be recognized by the LPC Chair and must state whether their argument is for or against the issue before speaking. Comments are limited to a maximum of two minutes and each member is allowed to speak two times per issue. Old bills only need to be raised if there is a recommendation for a change in position.
All discussions are to remain confidential. CAR recommends that for Subcommittee and full LPC calls members make their call from a quiet place, with good cell reception. Every Committee member’s opinion is important, and there is a bad reception, or background noise, it distracts from everyone’s concentration.

 

EDUCATION
An effort will be made to educate members on issues and to seek member input on how legislation affects the practice of real estate or property rights and share information about what the legislation is intended to accomplish so members may make well-informed decisions. A review of past priority legislation with CAR’s positions from previous years will also be presented to the LPC each year. LPC members will be provided the most recent CAR Legislative Policy Review.
VOTING

Only official LPC members may vote on Committee business. If the Chair is in doubt of the outcome of a vote, voting members in-attendance and on the teleconference will be asked to vote via roll call. The majority attains the vote.  
AGENDA ADDITIONS

Members wishing to add bills to the LPC bill list shall contact the corresponding Subcommittee Chair who will then contact the Government Affairs Manager with their recommendation for consideration. Guest presentations and external requests must also follow this protocol.
EXCUSED ABSENCES

Members who are unable to attend a meeting will notify the Government Affairs staff 24 hours prior to the scheduled meeting. A master attendance sheet will be used to track attendance, and members who miss two meetings in a row and/or frequently miss meetings (either by teleconference or in-person), will be contacted by the LPC Chair. CAR members in attendance as guests, either in-person or via conference call, must announce themselves during role call for accurate attendance.
RAPID RESPONSE TEAM
From time to time it will be necessary for CAR to change its position on legislation when a rapidly changing bill necessitates a position change between LPC meetings. The Rapid Response team will consist of the CAR Chairman of the Board, VP Government Affairs, LPC Chair, LPC Vice-Chair and the affected bill’s Subcommittee Chair. Staff will make every effort to contact the team to obtain concurrence for the recommended change.  However, only one team member is needed to provide authorization of a change. If staff is unsuccessful in reaching any team members and staff believes it is necessary to change a position, then staff is authorized to make that change. Actions of staff or the Response Team will be emailed immediately to the LPC.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS DIRECTORS (GADs)
GADs are encouraged to attend LPC meetings in an information gathering capacity. In the absence of a GAD, AEs may attend meetings in the same capacity.  
REQUIREMENT FOR LPC MEMBER REPORTS TO THEIR LOCAL BOARDS
Each Local Board/Association should receive reports from their LPC members at least twice a year. LPC members on the same board are responsible for coordinating amongst themselves to set up times to give an update to their board and will inform Government Affairs staff that they have completed this task. One report should take place near the beginning of the legislative session (30-60 days into the session) and one report should take place after the close of the session, ideally in June or July each year. Government Affairs staff may share this information the CAR Government Affairs Division Chair and CAR District Chairs.
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